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FIGURE 13.12  Percentage of World’s Urban Population by Region

Source: United Nations, Department of Economic and Social Affairs, Population Division (2014). World Urbanization Prospects: The 2014 Revision, 
Highlights.  Used by permission of the United Nations.

In Mumbai (Bombay), India, many children have no choice but to 
sleep on the streets each night.
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residential pattern, from central city ghettoes and room-
ing houses to working-class apartments and bunga-
lows, to middle-class housing, to upper-class suburbs 
(Park, Burgess, and McKenzie [1925] 1967). See Figure 
13.13 on page 378 for an illustration of this pattern.

Urban ecologists further refined the Chicago 
School’s original ideas by exploring social, economic, 
political, and technological systems of cities’ spa-
tial patterns (Abu-Lughod 1991). Several processes 
constantly take place in urban areas: residential seg-
regation; invasion by a new ethnic, religious, or socio-
economic group; and successive movement by that 
group. These processes are part of dynamic city life 
(Berry and Kasarda 1977).

Racial and ethnic segregation is a continuing and 
troubling issue in many urban areas of the United 
States. Despite some reductions in racism in the nation, 
American cities—especially northern cities—have high 
levels of residential segregation. This segregation affects 
individual networking, school composition, and access 
to community resources. The next “Engaging Sociology” 
on page 379 examines the likelihood that someone of a 
given race will have contacts in his or her neighborhood 
that cross racial lines. This figure is based on one city—
Chicago, Illinois—but you can easily check the residen-
tial patterns in your city by going to www.censusscope 
.org/segregation.html.
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